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A Thousand Cottages
Pezo von Ellrichshausen





The cottage is a modest but pervasive building type. It is a 
detached object, a small solitary construction, ideally to be 
placed in a picturesque and remote natural territory, far from the 
contingencies of the urban confinements. A cottage embodies 
a private and subjective architectonic problem: it is clearly 
more than a hut but less than a house. It is a primitive spatial 
form originated in the horizontal extension of the human body 
while resting (it derives from the very idea of a “cot”, from old 
French côté or small portable bed). It is, in fact, the necessary 
refuge to be both immersed but separated from its romanticized 
surroundings. This fluctuating demarcation, latent since the times 
when architecture was unaware of itself, has been persistent 
and intuitively materialized by the definition of an outline with a 
diverse range of enclosure mechanisms (e.g. the position of a 
door on a wall or the size of an opening on a roof). This venture, 
therefore, can be understood as a more or less deliberate 
exercise to articulate a single object with a certain landscape 
and to produce a sense of protected, cosy and peaceful retreat. 
The singularity of each case, its unique character as a mirror 
of the author’s personality, is not really what could have been 
anticipated by any original intuition. It is precisely the lack of 
authority given by an almost automatic response, a mechanical 
reproduction of the same blurry idea, a rather tedious and boring 
one, what ends up turning the production of many buildings into 
an impulsive instinct. In opposition to a conclusive treatise, there 
seems to be a definite virtue in a catalogue of anonymous work.




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































