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Rethinking the viaduct area at Fontainhas

An international architectural workshop
for students is mainly an oportuniity to
think about architecture together with
people from other cultures.

In this case, at FAUP, we wanted to take
the chance to think about a problem of
this city, Porto. We did not want to work
on a generic or an abstract exercise. There-
fore we have chosen a specific site. We
believe its compreension will provide stu-
dents with knowledge about the history
and development of this city, that might
lead to possible solutions.

The site is located close to the old city cen-
tre by its medieval wall. It clearly shows
an open problem that has to do with the
destruction of an important part of Porto
(Fontainhas, Guindais, Batalha) and its
substitution, back in the 60’s, by another
urban logic, that separated relevant parts
of the city. This intervention was based on
the will to articulate the old bridge with
other parts of the city. Its most relevant re-
maining element is a viaduct. By now it is
functionally obsolete due to the transfor-
mations that occured in the last decades.
The bridge doesn’t have car traffic anymore
and another bridge has been built nearby.
The eventual dismantling of the nearby ex-
histing bus terminal and its relocation in
another part of the city is a question that is
beeing discussed, due to these transforma-
tions aswell.

For us the most important issue is to think
about the transformation of cities: the ne-
cessity to destroy some of its parts while
overlapping other logics, even if breaking
connections (something that in certain
cases is inevitable) vs. the will to transform
“naturally”, i.e. regarding new interven-
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tions as continuities of the existing city.
Although the site we have chosen shows a
specific problem, it raises the above men-
tioned general question, which we believe
is highly relevant nowadays all around the
world.

We are fully aware that this is a very chal-
lenging and complex task and that the
workshop time is extremely short. There-
fore the main goal of this exercise is to de-
velop no more than a fast sketch, or a first
idea of a possible strategy for this area.
There is no defined program. Students are
absolutely free to think about what they
believe better will give an adequate answer
to this problem.

'The minimum working elements are a plan
and a section. Students are free to choose
other elements they believe can make the
proposal clearly comprehensible. Never-
theless we highly encourage students to
use handdrawing as the main working
tool, for we believe CAD may be exces-
sively rigid for such an early sketch phase.
The students will organize themselves in
groups of max. four. Relevant historical
information of the city and of this specific
area will be provided to each one, i.e. old
plans, photos, drawings, etc. At the end
the sketched proposals will be resumed in
a booklet .

Meanwhile we will walk around the city
trying to discover its forms and atmos-

pheres.

Porto, July 20th, 2016.



Aerial photo, 2016 (source: googleemaps)




Historical development



Evolution of the urban territory (source: CMP)
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“Carta Topographica da Cidade do Porto”, by Telles Ferreira, 1892
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“Carta Topographica da Cidade do Porto”, by Telles Ferreira, 1892 (detail)
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Aerial photo, 1930’
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Largo Actor Dias at the beginning of the 1g9th century (source: Fotografia Alvio)
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“Plano Auzelle”, 1962 (source: CMP)
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Aerial photo (source: bing.com/maps)
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Actual situation



View from Gaia (source: Adela Geli Antic6/Paula Lamban Belenguer)

17



Aerial photo (source: bing.com/maps)
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Aerial photo (source: bing.com/maps)
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General View: Rua do General Sousa Dias and Largo Actor Dias
(source: NGM Arqte)
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Largo Actor Dias (source: NGM Arqt°)
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Rua do Miradouro (source: NGM Arqt°)
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Passeio das Fontainhas (source: NGM Arqt®)
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Old private garden walls (source: NGM Arqte)
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Old private garden walls (source: NGM Arqt®)
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Parking space beneath Rua do General Sousa Dias (source: NGM Arqt®)
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Parking and back facades of Rua de S. Luis (source: NGM Arqt®)
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Rua de S. Luis and viaduct (source: NGM Arqt®)
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Rua de S. Luis (source: NGM Arqt®)

29



NGM Arqte)

Rua do Sol (source:
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Rua de S. Luis (source: NGM Arqt®)
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Proposals



Peter Fischli & David Weiss, “How to Work Better”, 1991, Screenprinting on paper
Foto: Thomas Dashuber (source: www.sammlung-goetz.de)
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Group A Adela Geli Antic6 I Paula Belenguer

Main Principles:

- Dismantle the viaduct and rebuild parts of the old existing urban elements, while
turning the whole area into an urban public park.

- Define the limits of this park, the relation with the existing buildings and streets to
the north and the connections to the whole area to the south.

- Create a group of platforms and paths that connect these areas to the river.

- Rebuild Passeio das Fontainhas, a relevant ancient east-west connection overlooking
the river.

- Redefine the Actor Dias Square by building a new wall at its northern limit.
- Redefine the street fagade parallel to the medieval city wall.

- Remove the car parking and relocate it in the actual area of the nearby bus terminal,

that will be displaced.

GARDEN [NO VIADUET) TERRACES COMMUNICATION STREET RI0O DOURD
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Group B Artur Rodrigues I Azza Al Hinai I Elisa Betti

Main Principles:

- Creating fragmented volumes to redevelop a space and create a more gradual
transition toward the existing viaduct.

- Changing the viaduct to a two lane road in order to reduce its scale.

- Rebuilding the old Passeio Fontainhas and placing a volume infont of the viaduct in
order to redefine the old Actor Dias square.

- Creating an “horta urbana” accessible from the newly developed Passeio Fontainhas
on the lower gardens by the Douro river.

- Building an underground car park to the north of the viaduct.

- Providing shops and restaurants beneath the viaduct facing the old city wall and the
river.

- Using the path and the old city wall as a terrace for the shops and restaurants,

overlooking the river.
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1. Two lane road instead of the 1. Parking space beneath the new
exisiting three lane viaduct platform
v. Platform extended from the viaduct v. Rebulding the old Passeio das
with a garden above Fontainhas
v.  Fragmented volumes to redevelop A. Creating an «horta urbana»
the space between the viaduct and Redefining the old Actor Dias square
the existing buildings
¢ Shops and restaurants beneath
the viaduct facing the old wall and
the river
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Group C Francesco Colli I Hyuk Sung I Jan Anduaga I Ivona Simunovic

Main Principles:

- Keep the structure as it is. It’s a new part of the city. Give it a new life.

- Transform the viaduct into an urban park that would revive this area.

- New urban spaces underneath and around the viaduct conceived as a new park.
- Redifine the Actor Dias Square.

- Rebuild the east-west connection, Passeio das Fontainhas. Reducing the traffic in it.

- Create a group of platforms on the slope to connect these new areas to the river.
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Group D Ana-Maria Simionescu I Filip Musalek I Filip Zlamal I Linda Bouskova

Main Principles:

- Respect the natural growing of the city layer by layer.
- Renew and complete new blocks and streets.
- Transform the viaduct into a public space with commercial use.

- Redefine square by adding new buildings and connecting it with the promenade of

Passeio das Fontainhas.
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The studio
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