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30 pools

The presence of water has the ability to transform space. It's not only about the 

reflections, or about the changing atmosphere its smooth movement brings. It's 

specially about the state of mind the water and more specifically, the swimming 

pools creates. When you are around a pool things are a little different. The 

presence of the pool automatically creates a summery, relaxed atmosphere that 

affects the way you experience a certain place or space, even if you don’t swim 

in it.

Being by the ocean and crossed by a river, the city of Porto has a strong 

relationship with water. It also has an enormous amount of examples of 

architecture in proportion to its size.

We propose the participants to choose two architectural pieces from the 

Metropolitan area of Porto, and to convert them into swimming pools. They can 

either fill some areas with water or to put the chosen building in the scenario 

of a global flood. Besides the water the participants can’t add anything else, 

but they can subtract parts of the buildings, creating a series of modern ruins. 

The workshop seeks to provide a greater knowledge of the local architecture, 

to rethink the way spaces are used introducing the topics of summer and the 

architecture of leisure.
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Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar
1538-1672
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Forte de São João Baptista da Foz
begun in 1570
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Xavi Goñi

Igreja e Torre dos Clérigos
Nicolau Nasoni

1732-1763
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João Carlos Machado / Aireus Mateus
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