
JOHANSEN
SKOVSTED

PORTO ACADEMY                               2019
FAUP       				                   19–26 JULY



INDEX

03	 Brief
04	 Small Structures
06	 Rua Julio Dinis 
10	 Douro Embankment
14	 Passeio das Virtudes
18	 Rua Gomes Freire
22	 Rua Casal do Pedro
26 	 Campo Alegre

JOHANSEN SKOVSTED



SMALL STRUCTURES

The topography of Porto is rich and riddled with challenges. In groups the workshop 
participants scout Porto for possible sites suitable for a spatial structure. 
We approach structure as an essential part of build space. The brief considers the 
possibility that a strong and particular spatial character can occur by placing and 
connecting structural components in the urban fabric.
The brief defines all structures to be conceived from slabs. They can be horizontal, 
vertical, bent, curved, penetrated, fenestrated, profiled etc. They may approach other 
structural principals to the point of ambiguity, but no further. 

3 typologies

a) To give shape to an open covered space which is in close relation to its immediate 
surrounding space(s). 

b) To give shape to a rising structure in a place which calls for elevation. A vertical 
spatial sequence. 

c) To give shape to a bridging structure. A horizontal spatial sequence, on a site which 
calls for transition. 
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SERENA COMI & GINO BALDI & NICK 
CHADDE & MATEUSZ TKACZEN

In a leftover space between two tall residential buildings a 
structure of loadbearing stairs and beams of urban furniture 
suspend a floating freeform surface. The surface provides 
two interconnected urban spaces. One public space for 
the city and one semi-public space for the residents of the 
smaller housing units in the courtyard. Below is a semi-
private space extending the private gardens’. Covered 
and lit from above through the openings of the stairwells. 
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SOPHIE CHARLOTTE HOFFMANN & 
THOM WOOD-JONES & ANDRÉ AIRES & 
CATARINA MARQUES DA SILVA

                 11

At the Douro embankment a low strip of concrete pier is 
a popular but exposed and difficult to access spot for 
fishing. The embankment consists of columns and curved 
walls - a repeating row of niches. A series of concrete 
slabs with curved cut-outs create a covered space for 
the fishermen. Slabs in front of niches rest directly on the 
pier with an attachment to the top of the embankment. 
Slabs in front of the columns are also attached at the top 
of the embankment but below they are attached to the 
side of the pier. Tension at the top, compression below.       
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MARIANO MENUCCI & LINA MÜLLER & 
JOHANNES SACK & ANA RITA CÂNCIO
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In the narrow gap between the terraced gardens and the 
elevated public park a stair provides a transition. High 
beams span the gap supporting tilted beams. The tilted 
beams carry the stairs and serves as the balustrade. Some 
beams rest on each other and others rest on the ground. 
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ALICE STEINER & AXEL FANGUEIRO & 
ERICA FADDA & TILDA HERRLIN

A hidden abandoned settlement is re-inhabited and 
reinforced with a series of angled walls and floor slabs. 
Horizontal tension cables in the walls and compression 
beams in the floor slabs stabilizes the ruinous walls. Walls, 
floors and stairs create a descending spatial sequence of 
exhibition spaces. Dark and light spaces. Enclosed spaces 
and spaces open to the sky. The climb down a stair from 
the courtyard leads to a small terrace with a magnificent 
view through a triangular opening in the end wall. 
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JOSE RODRIGUEZ & DIANA MAUDSLAY 
& MARIA INÊS REIS

                23

A narrow street is extended and connected to a large green 
space with views of the river. Two high beams. One straight 
spanning from two supporting points. One connected and 
curved along the curvature of the street. Tilted beams in 
two layers filter the light and act as gutters. They provide 
cover for a public space and water for a long fountain.
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SJOERD BOSCH & JOANA SANTOS & 
DIOGO FERREIRA

Between the private gardens and the sheds belonging to 
each of the gardens is a steep unused terrain with tree 
large threes. A 4 metre tall beam spans 17 metres from 
an existing supporting dry stone wall to a rock in the 
landscape. A perpendicular beam stabilizes the lower high 
beam. From the two beams platforms, stairs and walkways 
connects the different levels in the landscape and create 
an elevated terrace and a covered intimate space with the 
large trees - a communal space for the garden owners.
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