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INTRODUCTION

Thesis

As the urgency of our environmental crisis be-
comes evident, architecture must undergo a fun-
damental reinvention. We need to adapt cities and
human habitats to new standards and realities,
creating structures that facilitate change.
However, much of what already exists can have its
lifespan prolonged and extended.

Therefore, we have to champion small interven-
tions.
To repair, support, and to create support structures.
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INTRODUCTION

Alert Walk: Objet Trouvé
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INTRODUCTION

Task

Our task began with an alert walk.

We started from Ricardo Bofil’s La Fabrica to an
abandoned cement plant on the outskirts of Barce-
lona, a transition zone between city and landscape,
mass-tourism and contemplation, the built and the
unbuilt.

Together with our students we explore the theme
of support structures. On our walk we identified
critical points within the landscape that require
intervention and design structures that provide sup-
port.

The aim of the workshop was to cultivate the

awareness that the temporary and the unfinished
represent a new form of permanence.
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Camilo Anton

A gentle blue crown raises from the bare bones of
a building, a nomad structure that needs to move
from site to site, the project imagines removing the
object from its context and placing it at a resting
point at the edge of a cliff, thereby allowing the
structure to support a different function altogether.
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Camilo Anton

Temporary Support
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Ester Bartekova

Channels

- A system created by man or water itself. Water
cuts through the rock and lines our paths. In the
extremely dry Parc de la Collserola, it is essential to
collect rainwater and guide it properly. Instead of a
channel, | show its negative, a supporting structure
that serves its purpose and disappears.
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Ester Bartekova

Temporary Channel
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Giuliana Battellini

Tracing of a playful embankment

The artificial embankment that separates the city of
Barcelona from the Collserola Natural Park crashes
into the recently built pavement. The harshness of
this encounter finds an opportunity to dissolve into
the slope of the embankment through the act of
trespassing. By tracing footprints on the embank-
ment, the urban pavement takes on a new char-
acter as it is crossed. The individual appropriation
inspires the construction of further paths to blend
the urban fabric with the natural one. This system-
atic transgression dilutes the constructed concept
of what we perceive as the city’s boundary, being
pleasure an engine for its deconstruction.
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Giuliana Battellini

Trespassing: Video Stills
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Lavinia Calinescu

O Wall

Every day we come across things as we are used
to them. This is how our perception transforms
them in “unnoticeable objects”. But then, a brick
turned to one side becomes the drainage system
of a retaining wall. And the wall transforms into an
ecosystem.
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Lavinia Calinescu

Supporting the Ecosystem
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Yael Ferrin Depaoli

The interplay between erosion and architectural
structure creates a dynamic relationship of resil-
ience and adaptation. As natural processes strip
away the earth, once-stable structures are left
seemingly floating. This underscores the need for
proactive reinforcement and duplication to maintain
stability.
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Yael Ferrin Depaoli

Foundation and Addition
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Gerardo Maria Di Guida

Designing structures is a continuous struggle with
gravity in search of a balance between forces.

A long beam that rests on a slender column, a met-
aphor on the frugality of life but also an idea of a
refuge where one can find shelter.

35



SUPPORT STRUCTURES

m

L

Shelter from the Elements

WALDRAP



Gerardo Maria Di Guida
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Balancing Act
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Marketa Marie Elbel

In the heat of the midday sun there is a slope.
Though supporting trees, its body slowly falls, ex-
posing fragile roots and hiding animals. The proj-
ect aims to give structure to an unstable terrain. In
doing so, it creates a small habitat for a large group
of non-human inhabitants of Barcelona.
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Marketa Marie Elbel

Tectonics and Structure
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Christine Geneser

The landscape and the industrial infrastructure are
inseparable from each other. The industry com-
modifies the landscape, but the exploited land-
scape and depletion of resources will eventually
cause the industry and its infrastructure to col-
lapse.
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Christine Geneser

Temporary Support
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Maarten Henckens

As soon as you leave the city, terraces become the
architecture between the urban fabric and the nat-
ural landscape. These walls symbolize a structural
transition, blending different time periods and cul-
tural influences. Like tiles, that physically support
and mentally guide, the wall supports humans, di-
rects experience, and marks transitions.
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Maarten Henckens

Metaphysical Support of Walls
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Henry HOcherl

A closed barrier is physically in balance but socially
unbalanced. Small human effort temporarily trans-
forms a barrier into an entrance. Achieving both
physical and social balance requires intervention on
both sides. Increasing weight on one side while just
barely attaching the other forms a permanent en-
trance with the possibility of temporary closure.
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Henry Hocherl

Equilibrium
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Dong Hyup Hyun

Due to a severe drought in Spain, water shortages
and desertification are progressing.

| propose a vertical oasis in Spain. Water is created
by liquefying water vapor in the air. A structure simi-
lar in shape to Gaudi’s arch transports this water by
gravity.

35



SUPPORT STRUCTURES

R

Desertification of Landscape

WALDRAP



Dong Hyup Hyun

Vertical Oasis

o7



SUPPORT STRUCTURES

WALDRAP



Alexey Ivzhenko

A Metaphor of connection between two concrete
plants, shown here as a contradiction between gen-
erations, expressed in this project by the opposition
of two cylindrical systems, emphasizing the idea of
a tense and uneasy relationship between the old
and the new.
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Alexey Ivzhenko

Old and new structures
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Xiaojin Jian

Time and dust render my skin monochrome. Tubes
and belts weave through my body, bending only as
needed. Trapped among these, my slender, simple
frame structure tirelessly supports the entire ce-
ment plant and, by extension, human society, day
and night.
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Xiaojin Jian

Structure and Extension
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Emilie Kirkegaard

Sometimes there.

Never in the same place.

Not always needed.

Packed and stored away.

Unpacked and set up when the right time comes.

67



SUPPORT STRUCTURES

Bare Landscape

WALDRAP



Emilie Kirkegaard

Temporary Railing
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Colton Newbury

The overlooked beauty inherent in the continual
construction of the earth: In one area, the stratifica-
tion of the earth is simply layered. In another area,
it is more complex. And in the most extreme areas,
the strata are thrust upwards, driven down into the
ground, and shifted in ways where tectonic plates
collide and cliff faces are revealed. All of this com-
plexity is continually changing.

This project proposes a supporting structure to
preserve the complexity in the faulting and folding
earth; a simple form is poured over the landscape.
Paradoxically, this simple form also collapses with
the passage of time and interweaves with the land-
scape, requiring itself another supporting structure,
ad infinitum.

We remain humble in acknowledging that the beau-
ty inherent in the complexity of the earth is beyond

any human creation or preservation.

~ ‘Just as the sun must set in order to rise, the earth
must come under in order to overcome ...”

/1



SUPPORT STRUCTURES

Stratification of the Earth

WALDRAP



Colton Newbury

Collision and Connection
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Peter van den Berg

The crossroads in one’s journey are moments of re-
plenishment and rest, of feeling relief in the security
of reaching the next milestone, of finding one’s path
forward towards the longed-for destination.
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Peter van den Berg

Resting Structure
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PROCESS

Project: Maarten Henckens
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Project: Henry Hoécherl, Guest: Andreas Gianoli
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Presentation Support Structure Ester Bartekova
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