ATELIER
JUACABA

PORTO ACADEMY 2022
VISITING VERSAILLES ENSAV









INDEX

07 introduction

09 self-restoration

11 misty islands

13  the hidden line

15  fragile territories: the uncertain future of rio mapucho
17  wetland maze

19  topologies of indistinct property
21 abolish the périph!

23  ruin wetlands

25 intentional wasteland

27 vacantisland

29 il ponte di san giacomo dei capri: the unfinished

ATELIER JUACABA



INSTERSTICIAL SPACES
BRACHEN

FALLOW LANDS

FRICHE URBAINE

URBAN WASTELANDS
UNINTENTIONAL LANDSCAPE
URBAN BIODIVERSITY

TERRAIN VAGUE

INFORMAL GREEN SPACES
NESTING GROUND

MARGINAL SPACES

WASTE SPACES

FRAGMENTS OF SPONTANEOUS NATURE
ORDINARY NATURE
ECOLOGICAL REFUGIA
ISLANDS OF BIODIVERSITY
ECOLOGICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
ECO-DUCTS

05



INTRODUCTION

“There is something intriguing about spaces that appear to be marginal,
unproductive, or difficult to define. The edges of modernity not only en-
compass ostensibly unusable sites such as narrow strips of land that run
parallel to infrastructural networks — but also a variety of locales that defy
simple forms of categorization or control. Such spaces challenge existing
aesthetic categories and modes of interpretation: these are not cultural
landscapes in the conventional sense of aesthetic contemplation (...)"1

Our studio is based on the work of the British geographer Matthew
Gandy and the French gardener, landscape designer and botanist, Gilles
Clément. The intention is to develop an alternative kind of sensibility and
knowledge of how to co-exist with fragments of spontaneous nature in
cities, fragments that have recently been recognised as extremely im-
portant to the ecosystem.

These marginal spaces of cities were once described by Sola
Morales as Terrain Vague 2, where modernist architects and urbanists
regarded them as anomalous spaces, to be colonized, controlled, and
made efficient.

In his book, Manifesto of Third Landscape, the landscape designer
and horticultural engineer, Gilles Clément set out a new attitude towards
these abandoned spaces, identifying them as uncultivated reservoirs of
biodiversity that lead to the Jardin Planetaire.

These marginal spaces of the city or unintentional landscapes can
be recognised by a rich biodiversity not usually found in traditional parks
or other public green spaces. What's more, these marginal spaces are
already part of the city, as public spaces.

Our studio doesn'’t have a single title, instead, more than fifteen
titles, quantity that could be even bigger. We understand that as a reflec-
tion of the fact this topic is in formation, recollecting perspectives from
different fields of knowledge and forms of action. The effort of naming
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“When architecture and urban design project their desire onto a vacant
space, a terrain vague, they seem incapable of doing anything other than
introducing violent transformations, changing estrangement into citi-
zenship, and striving at all costs to dissolve the uncontaminated magic of
the obsolete in the realism of efficacy. "2

what we aim to describe, study and act upon can also be considered as
part of the work.

The project should be invented by the students. The area should
be identified and chosen by them. Finding the “context is half of the
work”3 and following that they must find the dimension of their own
ideas.

The project doesn’t necessarily need to have a function. The inten-
tion is observing the ecological, structural and aesthetic changes of the
fallow lands and their relation to the city and to reinvent a way for humans
to coexist.

The intention of the project is to remind man of his fragile condi-
tion in the presence of nature to reflect and redefine the modern idea of
progress.

1 GANDY, Matthew, An excursion through Fallow Lands, 2016

2 SOLA-MORALES, Ignasi. Terrain Vague, 1995.

3 Context Is Half the Work, quoted from ‘Structure in Events', Artist Placement Group,
1972
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SELF-RESTORATION
Alexandru Moldovan
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UNINTENTIONAL LANDSCAPE
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MISTY ISLANDS
Claudia Gordon and Bodil Eiterstraum
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FRICHE URBAINE
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THE HIDDEN LINE
Carol Vasques
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MARGINAL SPACES

View from west into Santiago View from east into city
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FRAGILE TERRITORIES: RIO MAPUCHO
Charlotte Hart




ECOLOGICAL REFUGIA
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WETLAND MAZE
Daniela Coelho
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BRACHEN
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TOPOLOGIES OF INDISTINCT PROPERTY
Martin Sturz
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URBAN WASTELANDS
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ABOLISH THE PERIPH!
Martin Kolhberger
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TERRAIN VAGUE
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RUIN WETLANDS
Natalia Kahanoff
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INSTERSTICIAL SPACES
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INTENTIONAL WASTELAND
Pedro Ziggiatti
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INFORMAL GREEN SPACES




VACANT ISLAND
Ricardo Viana
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FALLOW LANDS IL PONTE DI SAN
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GIACOMO DEI CAPRI: THE UNFINISHED
Vincenzo Ceriollo
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STEP GENTLY ON THE GROUND



ailton krenak
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